1. Old Things Get A New Life.

For some reason over the years, artist Yelena Starenko has not lost her usual children's love for useless cute things (in childhood we call all these "treasures"), be it a fretted wooden box or a cut-glass scent bottle. By the mid-1970 old junk   buyers, who deafened Moscow yards with the cry " Buying second-hands!", had finally gone out of existence. The inhabitants of shared used to get rid of "lumber" when they moved into new concrete boxes of flats, throwing no longer fashionable pieces of furniture onto garbage heaps. Newspapers were filled with announcements like: will buy a wall, carpet and guitar. But for Lena, then a student  of the theatrical department of the year 1905 Art School, those things of the past had already become not merely chattels, but artistic details.

Later, living in America and barely managing to make ends meet ( she earned her living by selling her drawings, restoring icons and typing), she nevertheless contrived to buy something from time to time at clearance sales. From the practical point of view her acquisitions were absolutely worthless - hardly anyone can use a 1960s' ball gown in everyday life - yet Lena could not resist the temptation of making such purchases. And after some time she found herself to be in possession of a unique collection of American women's clothes of the 1950s-80s: dresses, hats, scarfs, shawls and handbags.

In the States Starenko graduated from a course in children's literature - where artists are taught how to write fairy-tales- and draw pictures to them. Lena still does not know what this genre is called in Russian, all the more so since in her case the tales and pictures were complemented with these very same things of the past from her collection.

2. Beauty in an Enclosed Space.

At the festival of Artyomov's premieres his latest composition, the new Russian anthem, was a happy surprise. It is hard to imagine a more perspicacious choice of composer for such a responsible undertaking: he does not imitate the folk song and he avoids the heavy pomposity of the march to embody in sound the elusive Navna, the guardian of the Russian spirit.

The beginning of this century was the Silver Age of Russian culture, from which all of our traditions originate and harden back. The compositions of the period dazzle with colour and fantastic dreams: Pan and Tsarevna the Swan, Nightingale Orchard, The Firebird and The Rite of Spring, The Poem of Ecstasy... The fairy-tale of each lived moment springs to life in Vyacheslav Artyomov's music. The whirlwinds and trumpet sounds, the singing of a paradise birds and the dances of magic divas are beautiful, like the remembrance of the temptations of the Shemakhanskaya tsaritsa and Skriabin's mysteries.

3. "Cold Peace" Affects the Climate at Economic Summit.
The delegation of the USA with the Secretary of Defence William Perry and Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott visited Moscow. According to Americans, their presence speaks not so much about the intention to achieve a-breakthrough in the economic sphere as about attempts to discuss with officials in Moscow Russia's reaction to the plans for expanding NATO, the situation in Bosnia and the Chechen problems.

It looks as if the 4th session of the Russian-American Commission on Economic and Technological   Cooperation in many respects remained as a hostage of big-time politics. However, the comparatively modest results may also be explained by the complexity of economic problems discussed at the commission: among them are problems which dazzling smiles at presentations are not enough to overcome.

This   also refers equally to joint projects in the extraction and transportation of oil on the territory of Russia and the CIS countries, among which only the project on joint development of Sakhalin deposits shows stable development. Gore and Chernomyrdin failed to achieve accord on the form of participation of the Chevron company in the construction of the oil pipeline from the Tenghiz deposit in Kazakhstan to Novorossiisk. Everything seems to indicate that they also did not discuss the project of the development of deposits in the Caspian , in which, among others, Russian and American companies participate.

4. "The Consequences of the Belovezhsky Accords."

The October 1994 meeting of the heads of state of the CIS was highlighted, in the words of president Yeltsin, by the fact that a halt has been put to the discussion whether the CIS needs integration. But declarations and protocols of intentions have so far failed to have the desired effect on the spontaneously developing process of disintegration. On the contrary, according to the law of contrast, the obvious absence of real progress in practical cooperation manifests itself more clearly against the background of intensive work at summit meetings.

A superficial approach may produce the impression that Russia is not very interested in the establishment and development of cooperation among the commonwealth's countries. Such an impression may be formed if. only momentary interests are taken into account. Yes, taken as a whole Russia's economy is more autonomous than that of the other CIS partners. In a hypothetical situation of isolated development, it can provide 65 percent of its final domestic product, and, taking into account imports from "distant foreign countries", as much as 86 percent.

Under these conditions Ukraine would be able to retain only 15 percent of its final domestic product, Kazakhstan 27 percent and Belarus only 4 percent. After the breakup of the USSR and the formation of sovereign states in its territory Russia and other CIS members did not in fact have a concept of the new organization of economic ties. Instead, first, the idea of "transparent" borders was proclaimed and, second, it was considered that the ruble would be the only common means of payment.

The practical implementation of these erroneous postulates in conditions of rapid liberalization of the foreign trade led, on the one hand, to a massive outflow of scarce resources from the Russian Federation, and, on the other, to the import of inflation.

5. Symbolic Construction in Downtown Moscow.

It is claimed that the builders' activity will inevitably result in the worsening of the Kremlin's condition and the deformation of buildings on Mokhovaya Street. It is also claimed that the square has been dug up for the sole purpose of preventing mass" rallies and demonstrations. It was evidently in order to fully clarify manors that an enlarged sitting of the presidium of the scientific and technical council was held in Moscow last week to discuss the engineering and technical concepts of Manege Square's reconstruction.

"The construction project of the century" was conceived by Moscow's government in order to improve the ecological situation near Alexandrovsky Garden, which had become critical because of intensive traffic. The project's chief architect is Boris Ulkin. Five years ago he won the international competition for the best reconstruction of the square. Ulkin is a professional architect who worked for many years on defence projects and who decided, once in his life, to try his hand at civil construction.

Acording to the architect's design a two-tier underground structure is being built in Moscow's centre, measuring 300x40 metres and 40 metres deep. It will contain a shopping centre, an archaeological museum and parking lots for cars. On the surface there will be a zone for pedestrians which will be linked with Alexandrovsky Garden. According to Vladimir Resin, chairman of the presidium of the scientific and technical council and first deputy premier of Moscow's government, there are no precedents for this construction in this country.

6. Inflation Rate 'from December 6 to 13.

In the first half of December the inflation rate remained at a rather high level. Over the period from December 6 to 13 inflation came to 3.1 percent, and from the beginning of the month it was 6.7 percent. Against the price rise for foodstuffs was the largest at 4 percent, while prices for nonfood products and services for the population increased by   2.6 and 1.2 percent respectively.

The gap between  the consumer prices for separate economic regions last week was   insufficient and amounted to 1.7 percent points. In Moscow the price rises for the main food and nonfood products and services was considerably higher than the Russian average, at   5.5 percent. The increase in the city's prices   of foodstuffs was especially visible at 8 percent, nonfood products increased 2.9 percent, and the tariffs for everyday services remained practically the same. In St. Petersburg over the past week the prices for consumer goods and services went up as a whole by 3.3 percent. Over the period from the beginning of the month Moscow's and St. Petersburg's price rise for consumer goods and services was far ahead of the average Russian figure, at 10.5 and 7.5 percent respectively.

7. Space Photos Show U. S. Forests "Cut to Pieces".

A team of government scientists mapping changes in the Earth's surface says the latest satellite pictures show a surprising level of damage to the richest forests of the United States. When compared particularly with the tropical rain forests of Brazil, the evergreen forests of the Pacific Northwest, although only a tenth size, appear to be in danger of losing their biological vitality, the scientists said. They said the pictures showed the national forests in the Northwest so torn up by thousands of clear-cuts that the logging threatened the ability of the forests to support the diversity of species. Because the continuity of the forest is so badly damaged, such logging has serious implications for the diversity of plant and animal species needed to maintain a healthy biological system.

The NASA pictures are bound to influence the debate in Congress over how much logging should be allowed in the national forests. In Brazil most of the Amazon forest remains intact despite years of cutting and burning to clear land for agriculture and development. By contrast, in the Pacific Northwest a large portion of the forest has been cut into small segments by roads and development or logging When loggers clear-cut a tract of land, they cut down all the trees on hundreds of plots of 40 to 60 acres (16 to 24 hectares) each.

Extensive mapping by the Wilderness Society, for example has concluded that a little more than 10 % of the original 25-million-acre forest that once stretched from Northern California to the Canadian border intact. This great swath of trees, including species like the Pacific yew, which contain a cancer-fighting compound, and many plants and animals in danger of being lost forever, is generally considered the biggest and richest of American forests.

